W

ork Package 7: Inclusive Design of Public Toilets in
City Centres. The first case study in Clerkenwell is now
complete. Along with the emergent findings revealed in the
last newsletter, Clerkenwell has shown that the issue of toilet
provision in the private sector is a sensitive one. This has
proved even more so with the enforcement of the DDA in
October 2004. Many private premises in Clerkenwell do not
have any accessible toilet provision, and those that do exhibit
many design flaws. Fixtures such as grab rails are taken as
emblems of accessibility with no clear understanding of how
the fixtures of an accessible toilet are used or how they can
cause difficulty if poorly fitted. If you would like a copy of The
Toilet Paper newsletter, which explains the research in greater
detail, please contact Joanne Leach (details below).
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Examples of good provision and incorrect use of disabled fixtures

W

ork Package 8: ICT Support Solutions. Work on the
generic urban conceptual model continues alongside
the literature and technology reviews. As the other work
packages produce emergent findings, work package 8 is able
to take the data and other outputs and conduct a preliminary
analysis of them with a view to producing conceptual ICT
decision-making support tools. Thus laying the groundwork in
anticipation of the final outputs from each work package.

s you may remember from the last newsletter,
VivaCity exhibited at the first London Architecture
Biennale held on June 19-28 2004 in Clerkenwell,
London. The event proved to be a huge success, with the
VivaCity stand attracting plenty of attention from the
public, industry and other academics. In fact, extra
leaflets had to be printed to keep up with demand. The
highlight of the week was a live cattle drive down St John
Street, which had been grassed especially for the
occasion. The second Architecture Biennale is already
being planned and VivaCity will be there – look out for
details in future newsletters.



The report from the EPSRC's Celebration of UK
Engineering, Research and Innovation Exhibition and
weeklong review was unveiled at a launch event on
February 22 2005. Details of the report are available on
the EPSRC's website www.epsrc.ac.uk.

October saw VivaCity exhibiting again, this time at the
Cityscape 2004 exhibition and conference. This event
brought together many different stakeholders in the urban
renaissance, including architects, planners, the government
and product suppliers. It was accompanied by a robust
conference schedule addressing many urban regeneration
issues. Cityscape 2005 is currently being planned for
September 27-28 2005 at the Olympia Conference and
Exhibition Centre, London.



The Sustainable Urban Environments (SUE): Vision into
Action Conference is to be held on February 28 – March
2 2005 at the Custard Factory, Birmingham. This
conference promises to be exciting and informative;
bringing together researchers from the various EPSRC
funded SUE consortia with the express aim of exchanging
information and increasing collaboration. Researchers will
also have opportunities to share research tips and
discuss methodologies. Seven researchers from VivaCity
will be presenting papers on their work packages as well
as discussing the project as a whole.

January 31 2005 saw the start of the three-day Delivering
Sustainable Communities Summit. This event was held at
Manchester's GMEX Exhibition Centre and the 2000
delegates included senior government ministers and leading
experts, including Gordon Brown, MP Home Secretary;
Margaret Beckett, MP Secretary of State for Environment
and Rural Affairs; John Norquist, President and CEO of
Congress for New Urbanism and author Bill Bryson among
others. This was the largest event of its kind to be held in
the U.K. and delivered interesting and exciting debates.



VivaCity is producing a new booklet this spring. Contents
will include a more in-depth look at the project along with
ongoing research and research results from each of the
work packages.
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T +44 (0)161 2952690
F +44 (0)161 2956174
M +44 (0)7785 792187
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A large print version of this
newsletter is available on request

A Celebration
of UK Engineering, Research and Innovation

I

n November, the EPSRC (VivaCity's funding body) held its
Celebration of UK Engineering, Research and Innovation
Exhibition at the ExCel Exhibition Centre, London. For those of
you who were able to attend, I am sure you will agree it was
an excellent and exciting event. The hall was filled with
exhibits displaying the EPSRC's many and varied projects:
from the Beagle 2 landing probe to the operating room of the
future, and from tool-less manufacturing to computational fluid
dynamics. VivaCity exhibited as part of the Sustainable Urban
Environments (SUE) consortium. The international review
panel, which had spent the week touring universities across
the UK to assess research programmes, seemed very
impressed with what it saw. The official report is to be
unveiled at an event on February 22 2005. See the News
section of this newsletter for more information.
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Research update
W

ork Package 1: Process Mapping. Case study
analyses so far suggest that defined decision-making
processes are not always adhered to when stakeholder teams
create visions for regeneration projects. Rather, ad hoc
decision-making processes are more often employed, based
on the qualities of the team leader, the interrelationships
between team members, the requirements of the brief and
previous experiences with regeneration projects. Another
theme that emerged from the analyses indicates that the
creation and elaboration of client briefs are based on a
number of issues. These issues include an understanding of
the context surrounding the site to be regenerated,
consideration of the content of other briefs and the
backgrounds and past experiences of the client. Decisionmaking is complex and requires a unique and intimate
understanding of objective and subjective issues. The
research is currently working on case studies in Sheffield and
in Clerkenwell.

W

ork Package 2: The Generation of Land Use Diversity.
The Clerkenwell case study is complete and the
research has started its next case study in Sheffield. Early
analysis in Clerkenwell shows that its residents generally
tolerate the mixed-use environment that the area has
become. However, mixed use is also reducing the
sustainability of the area through anti-social behaviour, crime
and the lack of amenities such as green spaces, litter
management and youth facilities. Furthermore, evidence
suggests that the benefits of mixed-use are being
misrepresented to new residents. The council is not currently
monitoring the balance of uses within the mixed-use areas
and this is leading to a loss of workspace facilities. Although
current and new employment and production business
clusters flourish, high rental properties are remaining empty.
Furthermore, mixed-use living is presumed to be childfree.
This is reflected in Clerkenwell's falling school rolls and the
closure of local junior schools for conversion to apartments
and/or offices.

Integrating robbery with street segments in Brent

The University of Salford is currently researching shopping
and crime in Sheffield city centre, having completed case
studies on residential living in Hulme and shopping and crime
in Manchester city centre. The latter case study has revealed
that out of town shopping centres are easier to police.
However, city centre retail is a key aspect of regeneration and
steps should be taken to reduce crime. Unfortunately, crime
reduction measures are often introduced in response to
problems, rather than being 'built in'.

W

ork Package 4: Designing Environmental Quality into
City Centre Living. The Clerkenwell pilot study is
complete and the London case study is now underway. The
work package is using an innovative methodology to measure
environmental conditions and explore city centres residents’
perceptions of their local environment. Participants involved in
the project have been asked to take photographs of their local
area and take part in a soundwalk of their neighbourhood
alongside being interviewed. This process has revealed
interesting results, where some images that are traditionally
perceived as 'bad', such as graffiti, can actually be seen as a
good thing by the interviewee. The researchers are
considering mapping the location of the photos for each case
study area to help reveal how residents use the area they live
in. Air quality and noise levels are also being monitored in a
number of indoor and outdoor locations in the case study
area.

Photographs of Clerkenwell

Colour coded ground floor and first floor land usages in Clerkenwell

W

ork Package 3: Secure Urban Environments by
Design. University College London is continuing its
Brent case study. It is too early to suggest general results, but
a number of promising themes are beginning to emerge,
including: (a) When street segments are aggregated in
average council tax bands, the highest burglary rates are
associated with the lowest tax bands, but high rates are also
found in the highest tax bands, with lower rates at the
intermediate levels; this is leading the researchers to explore
how far tax band data can be used as a proxy for other socioeconomic variables. If it can, then its easy availability down to
the single house level will make it advantageous. (b) When
street segments are aggregated according to how many
dwelling are on the segment, burglary rates fall fairly
consistently with increasing number of dwellings, initially
sharply, and then more slowly. These preliminary observations
suggested a complex interaction between spatial, physical
and socio-economic variables that will be looked at more
closely as analysis at the different levels continues.

W

ork Package 5: The Evolution of Land Use Diversity.
This work package will develop a theoretical
understanding of urban growth and change processes over
historical timescales, particularly those aspects that emerge
from the interaction of independent decision-makers and
pedestrian movement patterns. It is due to start in May 2006
and will build on the work produced in work package 2.

W

ork Package 6: Community Pattern Book for Housing.
Approximately 200 important housing features and how
they satisfy the needs of different user groups have been
identified. These are currently being classified into a matrix
comprising architectural elements such as location, outside
spaces, shared amenities, house type and individual rooms;
and generic user requirements such as privacy,
personalisation and choice and control of community. The
matrix will then be validated and used as a tool to assess new
and existing housing schemes. The research has identified 16
study sites in Clerkenwell that fall into 8 housing typologies.
Detailed observation and mapping of these sites is now
underway.
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